
 

 

 
SUPPORTIVE MEDICATIONS, SUPPLEMENTS AND VACCINES FOR PATIENTS 

RECEIVING CHEMO 
 

 

It is common for chemotherapy patients to be receiving other medications alongside 
chemotherapy. For example, elderly patients suffering from osteoarthritis may be 
receiving oral painkillers or injections of two newer medications for this 
condition: Librela (bedinvetmab) in dogs or Solensia (frunevetmab) in cats. To date, no 
contraindications have been identified when chemotherapy is administered while a 
patient is also receiving Librela or Solensia. 
Additional blood tests may be carried out while on other combination treatments 
however and some additional medications can increase the risk for gastrointestinal 
upsets while receiving chemotherapy and therefore their administration should be 
based on need and tolerance. 
Routine flea and worming treatment can be continued safely during chemotherapy 
administration. 
 
 
Preventing against gastrointestinal side effects 
Gastrointestinal side effects can occur following chemotherapy treatment, and the 
severity of side effects varies with the treatment used, the dose administered and the 
individual sensitivity of the patient. In most patients they are mild if they occur at all.  
Medications including the drug Maropitant (Cerenia) are very effective for the 
management of nausea and vomiting caused by chemotherapy, and it may be 
administered prophylactically on the day of treatment or at home the night before and 
continued for 3-4 days afterwards.   
Other effective medications for nausea and vomiting include ondansetron. This may be 
given in addition to Maropitant if required. It is worth pointing out that the side effects of 
chemotherapy in dogs and cats are not so severe as those seen in humans receiving 
chemotherapy. 
VBS clay is a dietary supplement that helps to regulate bowel function and promotes 
normal stools. It is used to manage chemotherapy induced diarrhoea. VBS clay can be 
purchased online. Probiotics may also effectively manage diarrhoea in treated patients. 
 
 
Chemotherapy and supplements 
Many small animal patients receiving chemotherapy may also be receiving dietary 
supplements. Due to the mechanism of action of certain chemotherapy agents, high 
levels of dietary antioxidants may not be recommended. If you are uncertain about the 
suitability of a dietary supplement, then please ask for advice. 
From a nutrition perspective, there is a lot of information available regarding the 
‘optimum’ diet to feed a pet with cancer. Generally, the diet must be complete and 
balanced for the lifestyle and life stage of the patient.  Raw food diets are not 
recommended. You may call us for advice if you have questions around a pet’s diet 
when it is being treated or managed palliatively. 
 



 

 

 
Vaccines and chemotherapy 
In general, it is accepted that a pet receiving chemotherapy can mount a response to 
their routine vaccinations. The recommendation is to use 'attenuated' vaccines rather 
than live ones. You may want to consider checking a pet's antibody levels in the blood 
after vaccination to help understand the correct scheduling of boosters. Certain 
vaccines may need to be boosted more frequently than others e.g. Leptospirosis and 
Kennel Cough. 
It is recommended to look at the lifestyle of the patient and make a 'sensible' well 
considered approach to the vaccine needs. 
 
 


